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1. INTRODUCTION

We study the existence of positive solutions to the singular infinite semipositone system

7M1(f|x‘7ap|vulpdx)div(|x|7o‘p|vu‘l772vu)
Q
= |z| 7@+ DPHB (quPt — fi(u) — b2, x €Q,
_M2(f |$\_ap|vv\pdx)dz’v(|x|—ap\vv|p—2vv) (L1)
Q
= |1’|7(a+1)p+5(a2vp71 _ fZ(v) . ub%)’ ve Q7
v 07 S 897

where Q is a bounded smooth domain of RV, N > 3 with 0 € 2,1 < p < N,
0<ax< % ,v € (0,1) and ay, as, by, be, B are positive constants and f; : [0,00) — R,
i = 1,2, are continuous functions and M; : [0,00] — R, i = 1,2, aside from being con-
tinuous and nondecreasing functions and 0 < M, o < M;(t) < M, o for all ¢t € [0, o0),
verify:

(H) There exist o > t1 > 0 such that 2{2) > Milh) “see ([10]).
N-—-2

t] tN?
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A typical example of a function satisfying this condition is M;(t) = M, ¢ + at
(1 =1,2) with a > 0 and for all ¢ > 0. We make the following assumptions:

(A1) There exist L > 0 and b > 1 such that f;(u) < Lu® for all w > 0 and i = 1, 2.
(A2) There exists a constant S* > 0 such that a;uP~! — f;(u) < S* for u > 0
and i =1, 2.

A simple example of f; satisfying these assumptions is f;(u) = u®, i = 1,2, for any
b>1.

System (1.1) is related to the stationary problem of a model introduced by Kirch-
hoff [12]. More precisely, Kirchhoff proposed a model given by the equation

L
82U P() E
g (0 T;/ 3x2_0’ (1.2)
0

where p, Py, h, E/ are all constants. This equation extends the classical d’Alembert wave
equation. A distinguishing feature of equation (1.2) is that the equation has a nonlocal

coefficient £o + £ fOL |9%|2dz which depends on the average 5- fo |9%|2dz. Hence
the equation is no longer a pointwise identity. We refer to [19] for addltlonal result on
Kirchhoff equations. In recent years, there has been considerable progress on the study
of nonlocal problems, (see [15,17,18]). Nonlocal problems can be used for modeling, for
example, physical and biological systems for which u describes a process which depends
on the average of itself, such as the population density. On the other hand, elliptic
problems involving more general operator, such as the degenerate quasilinear elliptic
operator given by —div(|x|~*P|Vu|P~2Vu), were motivated by the following Caffarelli,
Kohn and Nirenberg’s inequality (see [4,16,22]).

The study of this type of problem is motivated by its various applications, for
example, in fluid mechanics, in newtonian fluids, in flow through porous media and in
glaciology (see [3,7]). So, the study of positive solutions of singular elliptic problems
has more practical meanings. Let

B b
F(h,k) = arh?~* — f1(h) — 1?;
and )
G(h, k) = agk?™" — fo(k) — h%
Then

lim F(h,k)= lim G(h,k)=—o0,
(h,k)—(0,0) (h,k)—(0,0)
and hence we refer to (1.1) as an infinite semipositone system. In [13] the authors
discussed the single problem (1.1) when M;(t) =1, « =0, p = § = 2, and see [20]
for the single equation case when M (t) = 1. Here we focus on further extending the
study in [13,20] for infinities semipositone Kirchhoff type systems involving singularity.
Our approach is based on the method of sub-supersolutions, see [5,8].
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2. PRELIMINARIES AND EXISTING RESULT

In this paper, we denote Wy*(Q, |z|~°?), the completion of C§°(9), with respect

to the norm [[ul = ([, |:z:|’a”|Vu|pdx)%. To precisely state our existence result
we consider the eigenvalue problem

{—div(xl“"”lv¢l”‘2v¢) =Nl peR

Let ¢1,, be the eigenfunction corresponding to the first eigenvalue A; , of (2.1)
such that ¢1p,(z) > 0 in Q and ||¢1pllec = 1 (see [14,21]). It can be shown that
% < 0 on 0f) . Here n is the outward normal. We will also consider the unique
solution ¢, (z) € Wy (9, |x|~*P) for the problem

—div(|z| 7P|V, [PV () = || et 2 e Q,
Cp = Oa T € 69,

an(I) <0

to discuss our existence result. It is well known that (,(z) > 0 in 2 and
on 99 (see [14]).
A pair of nonnegative functions (11,9), (2

super-solution of (1.1) if they satisfy (11, %2)

21,29) are called a sub-solution and
(0,0) = (21, 22) on 9 and

Ml(f |ax|_ap\Vz/)1|pdac> [ |z]=2? |V, [P~2V4p; - Vewda
< f‘$| (a+1)p+6(a1¢p_ — fi(¥1) — )wdx
M2(f 207 [V |Pda) [ fo| =7 |Viial? -2V s - Vuwda

Q Q

< f\$|_(a+1)p+5(a2¢§_1 — fa(h2) — & )wda,

/\

(J1al” apmupdx)fm VP2V - Vuds

> [ a4 02— fi(a) - B,
Q

([l ap|%|ﬁdx)f\x| V2PV 23 - Vunda
Q

/\

> [ ||~ @FVPH8 (a7 — fo(22) — B )wda,
Q 1

forallw e W ={we C(Q) |w >0,z € Q}.
A key role in our arguments will be played by the following auxiliary result. Its proof
is similar to those presented in [6]. The reader can consult further the papers [1,2,11].
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Lemma 2.1. Assume that M : RS‘ —RT is continuous and increasing, and there exists
mo > 0 such that M(t) > mq for all t € RS. If the functions u,v € Wy (Q, |z]|~P)
satisfy

M(/|x\_ap|Vu\pdx)/|:v|_"p|Vu|p_2Vu-V<pdsc
Q Q

<M [lmoriworae) [ lafoeIvur v ot
Q Q

for all o € WyP(Q,]z|~P), ¢ >0, then u < v in Q.

From Lemma 2.1 we can establish the basic principle of the sub-and supersolution
method for nonlocal systems. Indeed, we consider the following nonlocal system

—Ml(f |x|’°‘p|Vu|pd;v)div(|x\7“p|Vu|p’2Vu) = ||~ VPHP (2, u,0), x € Q,
Q

—Mg(f |x|_0‘p|Vv\pdx)div(|m|_“p\Vv|P_2Vv) = ||~ BHDPHB (2 u,v), zE€Q,
Q

u=v=0, T € 09,

(2.2)

where Q is a bounded smooth domain of RY and h,k : Q x R x R — R satisfy
the following conditions:

(HK1) h(x,s,t) and k(z, s,t) are caratheodory functions and they are bounded if s,
belong to bounded sets.

(HK2) There exists a function g : R — R being continuous, nondecreasing, with
g(0) = 0,0 < g(s) < c(1 + |s|min{ral) for some ¢ > 0, and applications
s+ h(z,s,t) + g(s) and t — k(x,s,t) + g(t) are nondecreasing, for a.e z € Q.

If w,0o € L*(Q), with u(z) < v(z) for a.e © € Q, we denote by [u,v] the set
{w e L*(Q) : u(z) < w(x) < wv(x) for a.e x € N}. Using Lemma (2.1) and the method
as in the proof of Theorem 2.4 of [14] (see also Section 4 of [5]), we can establish
a version of the abstract lower and upper-solution method for our class of the operators
as follows.

Proposition 2.2. Let M; : Rar — RT, i = 1,2, are two continuous and increasing
functions 0 < M; < M;(t) < M; o for allt € RT. Assume that the functions h,k
satisfy the conditions (HK7) and (HK3). Assume that (u,v), (4, D) are respectively,
a weak subsolution and a weak supersolution of system (2.2) with u(x) < u(zx) and
v(z) < T(x) for a.e x € Q. Then there exist a minimal (u.,v.) (and, respectively,
a mazimal (u*,v*)) weak solution for system (2.2) in the set [u,u] X [v,T]. In particular,
every weak solution (u,v) € [u,u] X [v, 7] of system (2.2) satisfies u.(z) < u(z) < u*(x)
and vi(x) < v(x) <v*(z) for a.e x € Q.
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Theorem 2.3. Assume that

s U2 > I
min4ai, a /y N2

where K = max{M o, M2 oo}, then there exists ¢ > 0 such that if max{b;, b2} < ¢,
then the system (1.1) admits a positive solution.

Proof. We start with the construction of a positive subsolution for (1.1). To get
a positive subsolution, we can apply an anti-maximum principle (see [9]), from which
we know that there exist a §; > 0 and a solution zy of

—div(|z| 7P|V 2|P~2V2) = |x|~(etDPHB(\p=1 — 1) 2 € Q,
z=0 x € 09,

for A € ()\Lp, /\17;,, + 61)

Fix ) .
; . — 149\
A E <A17p,m1n{(pp’y) Gl,)\l,p+51}>.

BZ;\

Let 0 = [[z5]. It is well known that z5 > 0 in 2 and 5> < 0 on J9, where n is
the outer unit normal to 2. Hence there exist positive constants €, d, o such that

2|~V 2, @ e, (2.3)

z5 > 0, r € Qo = Q\Qs,

where Q5 = {2 € Q | d(x,09) < 6}. Choose 1,72 > 0 such that 7y < min ||~ (@FDP+8,
and 7, > max |z|~(@FVP+B in Q5. We construct a subsolution (1, ¥2) of (1.1) using z5.

Define 1+ 1+
p— A== p—- Y\ =i
(1,92) = <M(T>Z’\ " ,M(T)Z;\ N )’

where

1

9 p—1+vy —pF1
pb )
LOr—1+~

» )beu—wp—l) L

(MQ’OO (p—1+v s ) b-p+l
Lo ’

b _ _
M » A—y)(p—-1)
Loo\ p—1++

_ p(p—1) _ p—1
(%)Qp—lﬂ [(%) a; — MLOOA} ) e
b op )
(LHV) 9177

p

_ p—1 a
()05 [ (222) " oy — 2] ) }

b b
(LHV) 95177

p
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Let w € W. Then a calculation shows that

1—
Vipy = MzP 7V,

Ml(/|x\_a”|vw1\pdx) /|x|—ap|v¢1|'3—2v¢1-vmdx
Q Q

A—7)(p—=1) 9
PTI|Vzg [PV 25 Vwde

< [l
Q

1 9 a-ve-1) (lf’v)(Pfl)
= My oo MP™ /|x\7°‘p|Vz;\|p7 Vzg V<Zi Py w) - (sz\ Py )w dz
Q

1-Me-1)

(
= M1,00Mp_1/ [|x\_(a+1)p+ﬁ25\ p=ity (/\zg_1 -1)

Q
e =D [V
p—l+y 7im
A

A—y)(p=1)

. p—1)
= MLOO/ [|x|_(a+1)p+5M”—1/\Z§*1+” _ |x|—(a+l)p+ﬁMp—1ZS\ =147

Q
1-— —1) |V P
_ ‘x|—o¢pMp—1( 7)(]9 ) | i wdm,
p_1+’Y L P-1FY
A

and

/|x|,(a+1)p+5 {&1?/1]{'_1 ~ hy) — b—ﬂwdaz
Q Vs

p—1+vykiﬁ%%

:/[|x|—(a+1)P+ﬁalMp—l( f
2 p
—(a -1+ —r
— || ( +1)p+b’f1(M(p . ’7)2: 1+7)
b
! }wdw.

_ |x|7(a+1)p+/3
Y P
Moy (=) i

p A
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Similarly,
M2(/ |x|_aP|V¢2|de) / || P |Vape|P ™2 Vo Vwda
Q@ Q
< M / [|x|(a+1)p+ﬁMp15\Zm
< M ;
Q
_ |x|*(a+1)p+ﬁMp712f1;j)+;1)
bY
11— — 1) |IVz: P
p—l+y mim
A
and
- b
/|x|*(a+1)p+ﬁ {aﬂ/}g 1 Faltha) — wi] o
Q 1
= ‘$|_(a+1)p+6a2Mp_1(M)p_lz;(_”%
D A
Q
_|m—uH4m+gﬁ<A4(£:j;tl)2;£ﬁ;)
P by
— |g| "l P B by _ }wdm.
M'V(M)A/Zm
P A
Let
¢ = min {Ml MP—ity 1=P-1) (p -1 Jr’Y)Wi
= -~ |

My Aﬁ_uyﬂ—vﬂp—n(p—1+7)ig

,O0 p—1+’7 P 7727

Y -1 p—l A

) [(=7) )
p

MP—1+7 (p — 147

p p
MP=HY 1 v ~1 p—1 R
(p <+7) Mﬂ(ﬂgggtl) a2_JuzwA}}
p p p

> ¢ on . Since

First we consider the case when z € 5. We have |z|~°P|Vz;

D p—1
Mloo(i) )\Sal,
TA\p—1l+4y

p—1 p-1)

we have

(p—1) _
|x|—(a+1)p+ﬂM1’OoMp—lj\Zj\z—pulw < ‘ml—(a-i-l)p-i'ﬁalMp—l (p 1+ 7) Z/{,_lﬂ 7
p
(2.4)
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and from the choice of M, we know that

b —(p—1)
P ) g (2.5)

LMb_p'i'lHip—plb«Py < M oo (7
T Ap—1+7

By (2.5) and (A1), we have

B -1, gt DpHE L gt <P -1+ V)bz?_pflw
)0 A = A
p
< —|g| (et Dp+B £, (M(p —1+ V)Zﬁ)
—_ p A M
(2.6)
Next, from (2.3) and definition of ¢, we have
|Z‘|_apM1 Mr-1 (1 —7)(p_ 1)|VZA|p > |$|—(a+l)p+ﬁb71
,00 p—1+~ Al = M}y(p—ll)+'y)7
and
—a (A=) =1) [V ~(a by
— || TP My oo MP 1 . D —|z| (af+1)p+8 —
p—1l+y r=iF M’y(p_1+7) P
A P A
(2.7)
Hence by using (2.4), (2.6) and (2.7) for b; < ¢, we have
an, / Ry / (|| Ve P2V - Vewda
Q(; 55
< / [|x|—(a+1)p+l3a1MP—1 (p -1+ '7)pilz§(*p1;rlv)
p A
Qs
-1 p
_ \x|‘<a+1)?+5f1(M<p p+7>z§_1+w) (2.8)
— ‘x|7(a+1)p+6 by — }wdm
v () L
p A1

— / |x|*(a+1)P+ﬂ {a11/1€71 . f1(7,/}1) _ Z}Qy} wd.

Qs
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Similarly,

Qs

A / Ry / (2|~ P2V s - Vewdar
o

p—1+ 7)”*12279’{55

< / {|x|—(a+1)p+ﬁa2Mp—1( p i
Q5
_ 1 P
_ ‘x|—(a+1):ﬂ+ﬁf2 (M<Z?Tf’y>z§f1f~,) (2.9)
_ |z| (et VPt ba _ ]wdm
MV(LHV)QW
P A
b
= / |x|7(ﬂt+1)p+ﬂ |:a21/1571 o f2('l)/}2) _ 1/)7%}/} wdl"
1

Qs

On the other hand, on Qg = Q\Q;s, we have z5 2> o and from the definition of c,

for b; < ¢ we have

L S }Mp—lap[(w)pilal — M, 3\}
M7<p—1+v) Tp D >
P
(2.10)
-1 p—1 «
< Zprt ﬂ(p M) ay —MLOOA]
p p
Also from the choice of M, we have
LMb*}H’l (p -1 + ’Y)szz:fplir’y
(2.11)

pp=1) 1 1 -1 p—1 N
<z B (2 + - M.
A p p
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Hence from (2.10) and (2.11) we have

Ml(/|x|’“p|vw1|pd:c) /|x|*ap|v¢1|P*2vqp1dex
Qo QO

. ple—1)
SMl,oo/ [|x|_(a+1)p+ﬁM7’_1)\z§*1“
Qo

1 1 A=) (p—1)
_ |x|_(“+ )p+8 prp— % 1+~

_ _ ~|P
(1-7p-1) \Vfﬁl }wdm
p—1l4+v =15
A

_ |x|*apMp71

p(p—1)

S MLOO/|x|_(a+1)p+ﬂMp_15\Z§—1+w wda
Qo

1 14 -1
= M o |x|_(a+1)p+ﬂﬁ [f)\Mp_lzzf + L)\Mp_lzlf} wdx
’ L PmITY P A P A
Qo A
1 1 —1 p—1 b

L e R

J P P P M (pfll)Jrv)

(0]
+ MPLP (P —1+ ’Y)p_l
A p
pb
-1 -1 byp—1 1—pzl™ '
(=t e iyt L,
p p p P TT
A
= [ e g pp (PLEDY LB (P10
P b P b
Qo
blzf):%
A wdx

- MV(Pi—“"Y)’Y
P

—1 p—1 p=1) 1 o
< [l e (PRI (e (P )

Qo

b _ b
- ! 7 }wdm = / ||~ (e Dp+A {alwf Y i) — —1} wdz.

5 ~

—1+y —1+y P

M~ (2 e 2
( P ) Z)\ Qo

(2.12)
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Similarly,

MQ(/|x|—“p\V¢2|de)/\x|—a1’|vw2|f’—2v¢2vmd;ﬁ
Qo

) (2.13)

Qo
< / a0 aguf ™ fa(uin) - w—‘ﬂwdx.
Qo !
By using (2.8), (2.9), (2.12) and (2.13) we see that (¢1,12) is a sub-solution
of (1.1).
Next, we construct a super-solution (z1, z2) of (1.1) such that (z1,22) > (¥1,12).

Let
G = | (7)) (57) 7 60|

By (A42) and choosing a large constant S*, we shall verify that (21, 22) is a super-solution
of (1.1). To this end, let w € W. Then we have

M1</\x|7°‘p|Vzl|pda:)/|x\7°‘p|Vz1|p72V21dex
Q Q
25*/|x\7(a+1)p+ﬁwdx

Q
_ b
> /|w\_(a+1)p+5 [alzf ' filz) — Z—}Y} wdzx.
2
Q

Similarly,

Mg(/\z|7o‘p|v,22|pdx)/|x\7o‘p|V22|p72VzQdex
Q Q

> —(at+1)p+p p—1 by

> [ |z [a222 — fa(ze) — Z—,Y} wdz.

1
Q

Thus (z1,22) is a super-solution of (1.1). Finally, we can choose S* > 1 such
that (¢1,1%9) < (21, 22) in Q. Hence, if max{b;, b2} < ¢, by Lemma 2.1 there exists
a positive solution (u,v) of (1.1) such that (¢1,12) < (u,v) < (21, 22). This completes
the proof of Theorem 2.3. O
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