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NUMERICAL APPROXIMATIONS OF DIFFERENCE
FUNCTIONAL EQUATIONS AND APPLICATIONS

Abstract. We give a theorem on the error estimate of approximate solutions for difference
functional equations of the Volterra type. We apply this general result in the investigation
of the stability of difference schemes generated by nonlinear first order partial differential
functional equations and by parabolic problems. We show that all known results on diffe-
rence methods for initial or initial boundary value problems can be obtained as particular
cases of this general and simple result.

We assume that the right hand sides of equations satisfy nonlinear estimates of the
Perron type with respect to functional variables.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Difference methods for nonlinear first order partial functional differential equations
and for nonlinear parabolic problems were considered by may authors and under
various assumptions. It is easy to construct an explicit Euler’s type difference method
which satisfies the consistency conditions on all sufficiently regular solutions of the
above problems. The main task in these investigations is to find a finite difference
scheme which is stable. The method of difference inequalities and simple theorems
on recurrent inequalities are used in the investigations of the stability of nonlinear
difference or functional difference equations.

It is not our aim to show a full review of papers concerning difference methods
for partial functional differential equations. We mention only those which contain
such reviews. They are [1, 4, 5, 7, 8]. The monograph [3] contains an exposition of
the numerical methods for nonlinear hyperbolic functional differential problems.
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In the paper we present a general method for the investigation of the stability of
difference or functional difference problems generated by initial or initial boundary
value problems for nonlinear first order partial functional differential equations and
for parabolic problems. We prove a simple theorem on the error estimates of approxi-
mate solutions for difference functional equations of the Volterra type with unknown
function of several variables. The error of an approximate solution is estimated by
a solution of an initial problem for a nonlinear difference equation. We will apply
this general and simple idea in the investigation of the stability of difference schemes
generated by various problems.

It is essential fact in our considerations that the right hand sides of functio-
nal differential equations satisfy the nonlinear estimates of the Perron type with
respect to unknown functions. They are identic with assumptions which guarantee
the uniqueness of classical solution of initial or initial boundary value problems.

We use in the paper these general ideas for finite difference equations which
were introduced in [2, 6].

All problems considered in the paper have the following property: the unknown
function is the functional variable in equations. The partial derivatives appear in a
classical sense.

2. DIFFERENCE FUNCTIONAL EQUATIONS

For any two sets X and Y we denote by F(X,Y") the class of all functions defined on
X and taking values in Y. We will denote by N and Z the sets of natural numbers and
integers respectively. We will use vectorial inequalities with the understanding that
the same inequalities hold between their corresponding components. For z, y € R",
x = (1, ., Tn)y Y = W1,...,Yyn) we write z oy = (21y1,...,Tnys) and |z =
= |z1| + ... + |zn|. Let ap € Ry, Ry =[0,+00), and a > 0 be given. Write

Y =[0,a] x R" and Xy = [—ag,0] x R".

We define a mesh on Xy U X in the following way. Suppose that (ho,h’) = h, ' =
= (h1,...,hy), stand for steps of the mesh. For (r,m) € Z'™ where m =
= (my,...,my) we define nodal points as follows:

t") =rhy, ™ =mon!, 2™ = <x§m1)7 - 7x£lm")) .

We assume that there is Ky € Z such that Kohg = ag. Let K € N be defined by
the relations Khy < a < (K 4 1)hg. We will denote by H C R} the set of all steps
h = (ho,h') of the meshes. We assume that there is a sequence

{h(k)}ZO:o’ A < H,

such that klim h%) = 0. In the paper we formulate further assumptions on H. For
— 00

h € H we put
Ry = {(t(r),w(m)): (r,m) € Z1+"}
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and
Yon =S NRM B, =X NRT

We assume that Ej,, OgEn C 3y, Egp C 2. are given sets where h € H. Write
Qp =EonUER,UOE,

and
Qi =N ([—ao,t(i)} x R") . 0<i<K.

For a function z: Q; — R and for a point (t(), z(™) € Q) we put z("™ =
= z(t),20™) and

2l = mase {| 20| (10,20m) € @i, }

Set
El = {(t<’">,x<m>) € Ey: (t0FD gm) ¢ Eh}

and
Iy = {t“): ogrgK}, gl :Jh\{x(K)}.
For a function a: Jj, — R we write (") = a(t("), 0 <r < K.

Assumption H [Q]. Suppose that the sets Egyp, En, OoEn, h € H, satisfy the
conditions:

].) Ey 7é (Z), FEop 75 0 and E,NOyE), = (Z),
2) if ) 2M) € By, and 0 <7 < K — 1 then (t7),2(™) € By,
3) the set Qy, is bounded.

Suppose that Fj,: E} x F(Q,,R) — R is a given operator. For ™),z 2) €
€ E; xF(2,R) we write

Fpl2]™™) = R, (1), 2™ 2).

The operator Fj, is said to satisfy the Volterra condition if for each (¢, z(™) € E},
and for z, Z € F(Q4,R) such that z|g, , = Z|q, . we have F,[z]("™) = F,[z]™).
Note that the Volterra condition states that the value of F}, at the point (¢("), z("™), 2)
depends on (¢, (™)) and on the restriction of z to the set Q. only.

Given ¢ € F(Ep., U0y ER,R), we consider the functional difference equation

Z(r+1,m) _ Fh[Z](r,m) (1)
with the initial boundary condition

Lrm) (pg”m) on EypUO0yE. (2)
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If F} satisfies the Volterra condition then there exists exactly one solution
up: Qp — R of problem (1), (2). Let Yy C F(Q4,R) be a fixed subset. Suppose
that vy : Qp = R, vy J,’L — Ry, ap.p € Ry are such elements that vy, € Y}, and

‘U}(Lr+1,m) o Fh[vh](r,m)’ < ’Y}(lr) on E;l (3)
and
‘U;(Zr’m) - </7§:7m)‘ < apn on Egp UdyEp. (4)

The function v, satisfying the above relations is considered as an approximate solu-
tion of problem (1), (2). We give a theorem on the estimate of the difference between
the exact and approximate solutions of (1), (2). We look for approximate solutions
of (1), (2) in the space Y.

Assumption H [F},, 04]. Suppose that the operator Fy: E; x F(Q,,R) - R, h € H,
satisfies the Volterra condition and there is a function o: J; x Ry — Ry such that
oy, 1s nondecreasing with respect to the second variable and the estimate

Fale) ™™ — Ryl < on (60, )12 = 2.0

is satisfied for (¢, x(™) € EI, 2 € F(Qy,R), Z € Yy,.
Theorem 2.1. Suppose that Assumptions H [Q] and H [Fy, o] are satisfied and:
1) ¢ € F(Eo.pUdpER,R) and up: Qp — R is a solution of problem (1), (2);

2) the functions vy: Qp, — R, v, J; — Ry and the constant ag, € Ry satisfy
relations (3), (4) and v, € Y;

3) the function By, : Jn, — Ry is nondecreasing and it satisfies the recurrent inequality
By ot 87 49y, 0<r< K -1, (5)
and B0 > ag p.
Under these assumptions we have
lur, = onllnr < B, 0<r <K (6)

Proof. 'We prove the assertion (6) by induction. It follows from the initial boundary
estimate (4) that inequality (6) is satisfied for r = 0. Suppose that ||up, —vp||p: < ﬂ,(f)
with fixed i, 0 <4 < K — 1, and (t0+tY), 20™) € E,,. Then we have

u;li+1’m) — v,(f+1’m)‘ < ‘Fh [uh](i’m) - Fh[vh}(i’m)‘ + ‘Fh [vh](i’m) — v,(f+1’m) <
< o (19, Jun = vnllni) +957 < 670,

We conclude from the above estimate and from (4) that ||up — vp|lpit1 < B}(j+1)'

Hence, the proof is completed by induction. O
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Remark 2.1. Suppose that:

1) there is L > 0 such that
Uh(tap) = (1 + LhO)pa (tap) € Jilz X RJr;

2) there is 4y, € Ry such that ’y,(:) < hoyp for0 <r < K —1.

Then Assumption H [Fy,,o0}] states that Fy, satisfies the Lipschitz condition with
respect to the functional variable and 1 + Lhq is the Lipschitz constant. In this case
we have the estimates

(14 Lho)" —1 <
7 S
exp[La] — 1
L

llun — vpllnr < (1+ Lho)" ao.n +

<exp[La] ag.p + n for 0<r<K.

The above example is important in applications.

3. INITIAL PROBLEMS FOR FIRST ORDER PARTIAL FUNCTIONAL
DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS

For any two metric spaces X and Y we denote by C(X,Y) the class of all continuous
functions from X into Y. Let E be the Haar pyramid

E={(t,z) eR""": t€[0,a], —b+Mt<z<b— Mt}

where a > 0, b = (b1,...,b,) € R", M = (My,...,M,) € R} and b > Ma. Write
Ey = [—ag,0] x [-b,b], Q = E U Ey and suppose that f: E x C(Q,R) x R® — R,
w: Fy — R are given functions. We consider the Cauchy problem
Oz(t,x) = f(t,x,2,0,2(t, )) (7)
z(t,x) = (t,x) on Ep. (8)
Write Q; = QN ([—ap, t] x R™), 0 < ¢ < a. The maximum norm in the space C'(,R)
is denoted by || - ||:- We assume that f satisfies the following Volterra condition: if
(t,z,q) € ExR", z,z € C(,R) and z|q, = Z|q, then f(t,z,z,q) = f(t, 2, Z,q).
Now we formulate a class of difference equations corresponding to (7), (8). Let
us denote by H the set of all h = (hg, k') satisfying the conditions:
(i) there are Ky € Z and (Ny,...,N,) € N” such that Kohg = ap and N o h/ = b;

(ii) A’ < Mhg and there is co > 0 such that h;h; ' < ¢ for 1 <d,j <n.
Let K € N be the constant defined in Section 1. For h € H we put

Eon=E Nt Ey=EnR, 0B, =0
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and
E, = {(t”),x(m)) € Ey: (t““),x(m)) c Eh}, Q) = Eyp, UE),.

Write e; = (0,...,0,1,0,...,0) € R™ with 1 standing on the i-th place, 1 < ¢ < n.
Suppose that z: Qj, — R and (¢, z("™) ¢ E; . We define the difference operators dy
and § = (d1,...,d,) in the following way:

s — L [ _ g o
0
where .
1 n
(rom) _ (r,m+ej) (r,m—ej)
Az T on ; [Z te ]
and

5yptrm) = L [Z(ﬁmﬁj) _ Z(r,m—e_n}
J

, 1<j<n. (10)

Approximate solutions of (7), (8) are functions defined on 2. Moreover, because
equation (7) contains the functional variable z which is an element of the space
C(©,R), we need an interpolating operator Tp,: F(Qp,R) — C(,R).

Assumption H [T},]. Suppose that the operator Ty, : F(Q,,R) — C(2,R) satisfies the
conditions:

1) for z,z € F(Qp,R) we have
1Tn[2] = TwlZlllsr < llz = Zllnr, 0<7 < K;
2) for each function z: Q0 — R which is of class C' there is Ce R, such that
Iz = Tulznlle < ClRll, 0<t<a,
where zp, 1s the restriction of z to the set Qy and ||h|| = ho + ||F/].

Remark 3.1. Condition 1) of Assumption H [T},] states that Ty satisfies the Lip-
schitz condition with a constant L = 1 and that it satisfies the Volterra condition.
Assumption 2) implies that the function z is approzimated by Tp[zy] and the error of
this approzimation is estimated by C(||h]|.

An example of T}, satisfying Assumption H [T},] can be found in [3], Chapter IIL.
We will approximate classical solutions of (7), (8) by means of solutions of the
difference functional equation

oz = f (t(r),x(m),Th[z],6z(r’m)) (11)
with the initial condition
2 — o) on By, (12)

where ¢p,: Ey, — R is a given function.
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Problem (11), (12) is called the Lax scheme for (7), (8).
Assumption H [f,o]. Suppose that the function f: E x C(,R) x R® — R of the

variables (t,x,2,q), ¢ = (q1,- .-, qn), is continuous and satisfies the Volterra condition
and there is o: [0,a] x Ry — Ry such that:

1) o is continuous and it is nondecreasing with respect to both variables;

2) for each € € Ry the mazimal solution w(-, &) of the Cauchy problem
W'(t)=otw(t) +e, w(0)=¢,

is defined on [0,a] and w(t,0) =0 fort € [0,a];
3) the estimate
[f(t@,2,0) = f(t,2,2,q)| < olt, ||z — Z[|t)
is satisfied on E x C(Q,R) x R™.

Theorem 3.1. Suppose that Assumptions H [T}), H [f, o] are satisfied and:

1) the partial derivatives
(a(Ilf?""aan) =0qf
exist on E x C(Q,R) x R™ and d,f(t,z,z, -) € C(R",R") and

1 h
o fr,z0) 20, 1<i<n, (13)

where (t,x,2,q) € E x C(Q,R) x R™ and h € H;
2) v: Q — R is a solution of (7), (8) and v is of class C;
3) up: Qp — Ris a solution of (11), (12) and there is ag: H — Ry such that

Il cpglr’m) <ag(h) on Epp and %ir% ag(h) = 0.
Then there is a: H — Ry such that

lon — upllnr <alh) for 0<r<K and lima(h)=0.
Proof. Consider the operator Fj: E} x F(;,,R) — R defined by
Fp[2]™ = Az(0™) 4 g f (t(r),x(m),Th[z], 52(””)) .

Then wy, satisfies (1), (2) and there is v: H — Ry such that

vyﬂ’m) _ Fh[vh](r’m)‘ < hoy(h) on Ej and ;llin%ﬂ(h) =0
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Write Y3, = F(Qp, R). Tt follows from Assumptions H [T}] and H [f, 0] and from (13)
that

[Fuz)) — Fyf2)m)| <
< ‘A(z —z)™™) 4 hy [ FET 2 Ty 2], 6200m)) — £t 2™ T2, 520“""))} \ +
+lm‘f(ﬂ”,x“m,7hkL62“"”U—7j(ﬂ”,x“m,1hﬁhézﬁm”) <

(- )

(Z . Z)(r,erei)

+ hoo (7, 1 Tal2] = Tal#l o)
where Q € E x C(Q,R) x R™ is an intermediate point. The result is
Bl = Bl < 2 = 2l +hoo (£, 12 = Zln.r)
on E; xF(Qp,R). Let ny,: J, — Ry be the solution of the difference problem

nr*D = ™ L hoo (W),n(’")) +Fhoy(h), 0<r<K-—1,
77(0) = ag(h).
It follows from Theorem 2.1 that
lon — unllnr < n;(lr), 0<r<K.
Consider the Cauchy problem
W'(t) =0 (tw(t) +7(h), w(0)=ag(h), (14)

and its maximal solution w(-,h): [0,a] — R;. It follows easily that }llin%) w(t,h) =0

uniformly on [0, a] and that the function w( -, h) satisfies the recurrent inequality
w (t““), h) > w (t“), h) Y hyo (t(”,w(t(’"), h)) Y hoy(h), 0<r<K—1.
We thus get n,(:) <w (t(’”), h) for 0 <r < K and consequently
lvn — upllnr <w (t(r),h) <w(a,h) for 0<r<K.

This completes the proof. O
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Now we consider functional difference problem (11), (12) with ¢y and § =
= (01,...,0,) defined in the following way:

502(7",m) _ i I:Z(r+1,m) _ z(r,m):l , (15)
0
) 1 .
§; 2™ = 7 {z(”m*‘ei) — z(r’m)} for 1< < ko, (16)
7
1
§iz(r,m) == [Z(r,m) _ Z(r,m—m)} for ko+1<i<n, (17)

where 0 < ko < n is fixed and (t(r),x(m)) € E;. If o = 0 then §2("™) is defined by
(17), if ko = n then §2(™™) is given by (16).

Numerical scheme (11), (12) with §y and & defined by (15), (17) is called the
Euler method for (7), (8).
Theorem 3.2. Suppose that Assumptions H [Ty,], H [f, o] are satisfied and:

1) the partial derivatives
(8!]1f7 ceey aqn,f) = aqf
exist on E x C(Q,R) xR™ and 0,f(t,z, 2, -) € C(R",R") and

a@if(ta'razv(I)ZO fO’I" 1§i§/§0’
O ft,z,2,9) <0 for ko+1<i<nmn,
where (t,x,2,q) € E x C(,R) x R";
2) the estimate

n

1
1- hOZF|8sz(t7$727Q)) > 0

i=1
is satisfied for (t,x,z,q) € E x C(,R) x R™ and h € H;
3) v: Q — R is a solution of (7), (8) and v is of class C*;

4) up: Qp — R is a solution of (11), (12) with éy and & defined by (15)—(17)
and there is apg: H — Ry such that ‘4,0(””) —wglr’m)‘ < ag(h) on Ej and
limhﬂo ao(h) =0.

Then there is a: H — Ry such that

lon —upllpnr < a(h) for 0<r<K and lima(h)=0,

h—0

where vy, s the restriction of v to the set Qy,.

The proof of the above theorem is similar to the proof of Theorem 3.1. Details
are omitted.



118 Zdzistaw Kamont

4. INITIAL PROBLEMS
FOR QUASILINEAR FUNCTIONAL DIFFERENTIAL PROBLEMS

Let E, Ey,Q, By, Egn,Q, and H be the sets defined in Section 3. Assume that

FPEXCELR) —=R™ f=(f1,..., fn)
g: EXxC(Q,R) =R, ¢:E)—R

are given functions. We consider the quasilinear functional differential; equation

n

Orz(t,x) = filt,w,2) On,2(t, ) + g(t, 2, 2) (18)

i=1

with the initial condition
z(t,x) = (t,x) on Ey. (19)

The functions f and g is said to satisfy the Volterra condition if for each (¢t,z) € E
and for z,z € C(Q,R) such that z|g, = Z|o, we have f(t,z,2) = f(t,z,z) and
g(t,x,z) = g(t,z, 2).

The results given in Section 3 for nonlinear functional differential problems are
not applicable to quasilinear equation (18). We prove that there is a class of difference
methods of the Euler type for (18), (19) which is convergent.

Suppose that the interpolation operator Ty, : F(Qp,R) — C(2,R) is given. We
consider the difference functional equation

Sz ™) = i fi (t(r), =™ T, [z]) §;zrm) 4 g (t(r), =" T, [z]) (20)
i=1

with the initial condition

Z(rm) — gagf’m) on FEyy, (21)
where @y : Egp, — R is a given function. The operator g is defined by (15) and the
operators (d1,...,0,) = d are calculated in the following way

1
iz — [z“"v"“fei) - ZW”)} it f; (t<’“>az<m),Th [z]) >0, (22)
) 1 . ) X
8;zrm) = — [z(”’”) — z(“m_ei)} it f; (t(’)x(m),Th[z]) < 0. (23)
i

It is easily seen that if f and g satisfy the Volterra condition and Assumption H
[T}] is satisfied then for each h € H there exists exactly one solution uy: Q) — R of
problem (20), (21) with Jp and § given by (15) and (22), (23).
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Assumption H [f, g, 0]. Suppose that:
1) the functions
fTExCE,R)—-R" and g: ExC,R)—R
are continuous and they satisfy the Volterra condition;
2) there is o: [0,a] x Ry — Ry such that:

(i) o is continuous and it is nondecreasing with respect to both variables;

(ii) for each ¢ > 1 and € € Ry the mazimal solution of the Cauchy problem
W(t) =co(t,w(t))+e w(0)=c¢, (24)

is defined on [0,a] and the function &(t) = 0 for t € [0,a] is the mazimal
solution of (24) for e =0;

(iii) the estimates
1t @, 2) = ft 2, 2)| <o @ llz = 2],
|g(t,x,z) - g(t,x,2)| <o (t7 HZ - 2”75)
are satisfied on E x C(,R).

Theorem 4.1. Suppose that Assumptions H [T},] and H [f,g,0] are satisfied and:
1) for h € H we have

"1
lfhozﬁ\fi(t,x,zﬂz() on ExC(Q,R);
1 1

2) up: Qp — R is a solution of problem (20), (21) with dg and § given by (15), (22),
(23) and there is ag: H — Ry such that

‘cpy’m) — go(r’m)‘ <ag(h) on Ey, and ;lllg%) ag(h) =0;

3) v: EgUE — R is a solution of (18), (19) and v is of class C*.
Then there is ao: H — R4 such that

lon —upllpr < a(h) for 0<r<K and lima«a(h)=0. (25)

—0

Proof. 'We apply Theorem 2.1 to prove (25). Consider the operator Fj: Ej X
xF (2, R) — R defined by

n
Fh[z}(rvm) = Z(T7m) + hO Z fi (t(r)a'r(m)7Th[Z]> 5iZ(T‘,m) + hog (t(r)vw(’m)a Th[Z]) :

i=1
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Then wuy, satisfies (1), (2) and there is v: H — Ry such that
v,(fH’m) — Fy[op] ™™ | < hgy(h) on E}
and limp,_,oy(h) = 0. Let C be such a constant that
|0, 0(t,2)| <C, (t,z)eE, 1<i<n.
We will denote by Y}, the class of all functions z: Q5 — R such that
‘5iz(r’m)‘ <C for (t(r),x(m)> €EE, 1<i<n.
Suppose that z € F (Q;,R) and Z € Y};,. We prove that
(B — B0 < 2= 2l + (1 + Co (K0, 2= 2lr) (26
where (), 2(™) € E}. Write
Jir’m) ={i:1<i<n and f; (t(r),x(m)Th[z’]) >0,
T =1\ .

Then we have

1
Fy[2)™ — B2 ™) = (2 = 2)™) |1 = ko Z i (t(r)w(m),Th[Z}) +
ieg(mm ’
1
(4 (m)
tho 3 f: (17,2t 1y [21) | +
ieg ™
+ho Y L (t“) (™) Th[z]) (2 — 5)(mmted _
h/z Y )
g™
1
_n Lo (40 4m 1, Y C—
0' J(Zrm) hzf ( y L ) h[Z]) (Z Z) +
eJ

+ hoi |:fz (t(T),x(m),Th[zD —fi (t(r)7x(m),Th[2])} 5;7(mm) 4

1=

+ ho [g (t(r),a:(m),Th[zD —g (t(r), z(m),Th[é]ﬂ )

The above relations and Assumption H [T},[ and H [f, g, 0] imply (26). It follows
from Theorem 2.1 that

lon — unllnr < n}(;n)) 0<r<K,
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where n;,: J, — Ry is a solution of the problem

T+ =9 fho(1+ CYa(t7),0) + hoy(h), 0<r< K —1,
77(0) = ag(h).
Consider the Cauchy problem
W' (t) = (L+ C)o(t,w(t) +(h), w(0) = ao(h),
and its maximal solution w( -, h): [0,a] — R. It follows easily that limp,_,ow(t,h) =0
uniformly on [0,a] and n,(f) < w(t™,h) for 0 <r < K, and consequently
lvon — unllpr <w@,h) <w(a,h) for 0<r<K.

This proves the theorem.

5. MIXED PROBLEMS FOR NONLINEAR PARABOLIC EQUATIONS
Write

E=[0,a] x (=b,b), Eo=[—ao,0] x [~b,b], (27)
BE = [0,a] x ([=b,b]\ (=b,b)), Q= E,UEUHE, (28)

where a > 0, ag € Ry, b= (b1,...,b,) € R" and b; > 0 for 1 < i < n. Let My xn
denote the class of all n x n real matrices. Set = = E x C(,R) X M« ) and suppose

that f: = — R and ¢: Eyg U gF are given functions. We consider the nonlinear
functional differential equation

3tz(t,x) :f(t,x,Z,@xz(t,l‘)78£$2(t,$)) (29)
with the initial boundary condition
z(t,x) = o(t,x) on EyUOGE, (30)

where

(%Z == (83?127 L) axnz) ’ axwz = [837’9:72}

=1,
Set
Q=QN([—ap,t] xR"), 0<t<a.

The maximum norm in the space C (€, R) is denoted by || - ||;. The function f: £ — R
is said to satisfy the Volterra condition if for each (t,z,q,s) € E x R™ X M, «, and
for z,z € C(Q,R) such that z|o, = Z|q, we have f(t,z,2,q,5) = f(t,z,Z,q,s). Let
us denote by H the set of all h = (hg, h’) satisfying the conditions:

(i) there are Ky € Z and (Ny,...,N,) = N € N” such that Kohy = a¢ and
Noh' =b;

(ii) there is ¢g > 0 such that hih]71 <c¢pfor 1 <4, j <n.
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Let K € N be the constant defined in Section 2. For h € H we put
Eon MR B, =ENR;T",
E, =0 ENRT" Q) = FEy,UE,UE),

and
B} = {(tw,x(m)) EBh:0<r< K—l}.
Write
U={(i,7,):1<i,j <j,i#j}
and suppose that we have defined the sets U,,U_ C U such that UL UU_ = U,

U, NU_ =0 (in particular, it may happen that U, = () or U_ = (}). We assume that
(i,7) € Uy when (j,i) € Uy. Let 2: @, D Rand 0<r < K, —N <m < N. Set

5 2rm) = e [z<’”vm+ﬁi> - z“m)] : (31)

1
57 2mm) = W [me) _ Z(r,m—eu] 7 (32)
where 1 <1i < n. We apply the difference operators

607 6= (517 ceey Jn)a 5(2) = [6ij}i,j:1,...,n

given by
1
(rom) — = | (r+1,m) _ _(r,m)
8oz e [z z } (33)
1 -
§;2"™) = 3 5jz(r’m) + 5;,2(“7")} for 1=1,...,n, (34)
82 = 5;r6;z(r’m) for i=1,...,n, (35)
r,m 1 [ — T,m — T,m - N
8,520 = 5 |8F67 20 45752 |t Gyeu, (36)
r,m 1 [ r,m i T,m - N
5,520 = 2 |8561 20 4576720 )} for (i,5) € Uy. (37)

Suppose that the interpolating operator Tj,: F(Q2,,R) — C(£2,R) is given. We consi-
der the difference functional equation

Sz = f (r(r),x(m),Th [2], 8207, 5(2)Z<r,m)) (38)
with the initial boundary condition
2 = o™ on B U 80 B, (39)

where ¢: Fop U OdgE, — R is a given function. Suppose that f and T}, satisfy
the Volterra condition. Then it is evident that there exists exactly one solution
up: Qp, — R of problem (38), (39).
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We prove that under natural assumptions on given function the numerical me-
thod (38), (39) is convergent.

Assumption H o, f,df]. Suppose that:

1) the function f: E — R of the variables (t,x,z,q,s) is continuous and satisfies
the Volterra condition;

2) there is o: [0,a] x Ry — Ry such that:

(i) o is continuous and it is nondecreasing with respect to both variables,

(ii) for each € > 0 the maximal solution of the Cauchy problem
() =ot,w(t) +e w(0)=c¢ (40)

is defined on [0,a] and the function &(t) = 0 for t € [0,a] is the mazimal
solution of (40) for e =0,

(iii) the estimate
|f(t, 2, 2,q,8) = f(t, 2, 2,q,8)| < ot ||z = Z[|t)
is satisfied on =;
3) the partial derivatives
O o0, D) = 0uf. [0uf] L = Ouf
ezist on & and
O f(t,x,2,-) € C(R" X Myyxn,R"), 0sf(t,x,2, ) € C(R™ X Myxn, Mpxn);

4) the matriz Osf is symmetric and for P = (t,x,z,q,8) € 2, h € H we have

aSLJf(P) >0 fO’F (27]) € UJra
Dy, f(P) <0 for (i.j) €U,

"1 1
i=1 ¢

(i,5)eU il
and
0., 1(P) ~ " |0, (P Z o, 7(P)| =0,
J#Z

where 1 <1 <n.
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Theorem 5.1. Suppose that Assumption H [T}] is satisfied with Q0 given by (27),
(28) and:

1) assumption H [o, f,0f] holds;

2) up: Qp — R, h € H, is a solution of (38), (39) and there is ag: H — R such
that

(p(r,m) - gOthm) S O[()(h) on E()_h U 80Eh and limh*,()a()(h) =0

3) v: Q — R is a solution of (18), (19) and v(t, -) is of class C? and v(-,z) is of
class C*.

Then there is a: H — Ry such that

lon — upllnr <alh) for 0<r<K and lima(h)=0. (41)

—0
where vy, s the restriction of v to the set Q.

Proof. We apply Theorem 2.1 to prove (41). Consider the operator Fj: Ej X
xF(Qp,R) — R defined by

F 2] = 2(m) 4o f (tw’ 2™ Ty [2], 52, 5(2>Z<nm>) ,
Then wy, satisfies (1), (2) and there is v: H — Ry such that
o — Bl < hoy(h) on B

and lim,_ovy(h) = 0. Write Y, = F(Q4,R). Suppose that z,z € F(Qp,R),
(), x(m) € EI . We prove that

‘Fh 2] — F, [2](””)‘ <z Zlnr + hoo (N), Iz — z||h,) . (42)

It follows from Assumption H [o, f,0f] that there is an intermediate point Q € =
such that

‘Fh[z](T’m) - Fh[é](T’m)‘ < hoo (t(r), [ Th[2] — Th[Z]| t(T)) +

+1(z =2 £ 1o Y 90, [(@Q)i(z = 2)"™ +ho Y Dy, f(Q)6i5(2 — 2) ™)

i=1 ij=1
(13)
Write N
SOQ) =120 Y 0, /(@ +ho Y 9, 1(Q)]
i=1

g (i,yev
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and

@, ho ho N~ L
SP(Q) = 3300 £(Q) + 350:.(Q) hg i 1221 @)
JFi

1
hih;

’as”f(Q)

i h
S(Q) = ~ 5700,/ (Q) + 7305, £(Q) — ho ,
i i —
=
where 1 < i < n. It follows from (43) and from the definitions of the difference
operators that

[Eule)rm — B[z < hoo (190, 1Tile] = Talel o ) + [SO(Q) (= — 2))| +

S0

+ ZS-(i-l)(Q)(Z _ 2)(7”,m+6i) + ZS(_I)(Q)(Z _ Z)(r,mfei) +
i=1 i=1
+ ho Z La f(Q) {’(Z _ 2)(T,77l+€i+€j) + ‘(z . Z)(T,m—ei—ej) } .
(i,5)€U 2hih; o
0,7 +

1 Z\(rm+e;—e;
_hO Z masuf(Q){‘(z—z)(, + )
(i,5)eU—

+ ‘(Z _ 5)(7’,m—e,;+ej)

(44)
It follows from condition 4) of Assumption H [o, f,df] that
SO@) >0 and SY(Q) >0, SY(Q) >0 for 1<i<n
and
SO@ +Y_ 5@+ sY @+
i=1 i=1
1 1
—— 0, . — —0s, . =1.
(,5)€U+ (i,9)€U_
The above relations and (44) imply (42).
Denote by np,: Jn, — R4 the solution of the difference problem

Y =5 4 hoa (0, nM) + hoy(h), 0<r<K -1,
7 = ag(h).
It follows from Theorem 2.1 that
lon = unllnr <my’, 0<r<K

Consider the Cauchy problem (14) and its maximal solution w(-,h): [0,a] — R4. It
follows easily that

th—uhHh,TSw(t(’”),h)gw(a,h) for 0<r<K,
.

and limp,_,o w(¢, h) = 0 uniformly on [0, a]. This completes the proof. O
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6. NEUMANN TYPE PROBLEMS
FOR PARABOLIC DIFFERENTIAL FUNCTIONAL EQUATIONS

Write
E =10,a] x [-b,b], Ey=[—ag,0]x[-bb], Q=FEUE, (45)

and

doE =0,a] x ([-b,0] \ (=0,b)),
where a > 0, ag € Ry, b= (by,...,b,) € R™ and b; > 0 for 1 <i <n. Set
E=ExC(2,R) xR" X M, xn (46)

and
OE; = {(t,%) € OE: x; = —bl} U {(t,.’lﬁ) € OE: x; = bl},

where 1 <7 < n. Suppose that
E-oR, ¢ Eg— R, ¢:00F—R

are given functions. We consider the functional differential problem

Oz(t,x) = f (t,,2,0,2(t, 1), Oppz(t, 7)), (47)
2(t,x) = o(t,x) for (¢, z) € Ey, (48)

and
Op,2(t,x) = (t,x) for (t,x) € OpE;, 1<i<n. (49)

We assume that f satisfies the Volterra condition.

Now we formulate a difference problem corresponding to (47)—(49).

Let H be the set defined in Section 5 and K € N be such a constant that
Kho <a < (K +1)hg. For h € H we put

Eon=ENR;™", E,NRT" OBy = 0ENR™,
B = {(t(”,x(m)) €E,:0<r<K-— 1}

and Q, = Eo;, U Ej,. Suppose that (™ € [~b,b] \ (—b,b). We will denote by I[m]
the set of all k = (k1,...,k,) € Z™ such that:

(i) if —b; < xgmj) < b; then k; = 0;

(ii) if 2™ = b; then #; € {0,1}, if 2™ = —b; then x; € {~1,0};

(i) 1 < |mr|+ ...+ ko] < 2.
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Define the sets
Sh = {(t(r),x("”“)) :0<r<K, (t(r),x(m)> € QE;, and k€ I[m]},
Son = {0} x {a 9 20 & [=b,B]\ (=b,b) and € I[m]}
and

Eon=FEonUSon, En=FE,USL, Qu=EFEo,UEy,
B} = {(t“),a:(m)) € By 09«§K—1}.

For a function z: Qh — R we write
[Iz]]n.» = max {’z(i’m)’ : (t(i),x(m)) e and —Ky<i< r}.

Suppose that U, U_, U, are the sets defined in Section 5. Let &g, 6 and 62 be the
difference operators defined by (31)—(37). Suppose that the interpolating operator
Ty: F(Q,R) — C(Q,R) is given. We approximate classical solutions of (47)—(49)
with solutions of the difference functional equation

Soz™ = f (t(T),x(m)7Th[z],5z(T7m),5(2)z(T7m)) (50)
with the initial boundary conditions
Sm) _ pfrm) (51)

and

ZmmAR) _ p(rm—k) — gq(rm) Z kih; for (t(r),x(m)) € OoEy and k € I[m]. (52)

i=1

Suppose that f and T}, satisfy the Volterra condition. Then it is evident that there
exists exactly one solution uy,: €, — R of problem (50)—(52).

Now we prove that the numerical method (50)—(52) is convergent under natural
assumptions on given functions.

Theorem 6.1. Suppose that Assumption H [T},] is satisfied with Q given by (45) and:

1) Assumption H [o, f,0f] holds with = defined by (45), (46);

2) up: Q, — R, h € H, is a solution of (50)~(52) and there is ag: H — Ry such
that
rm) — gpgf’m) <ag(h) on Ey, and }llirrb ag(h) =0;

3) ¥ € C(OyE,R) and there is a compact set D C R1™™ such that 2 C Int D and:
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(i) the function v: D — R is a solution of (47)-(49);
(ii) v(-,x) is of class C* and v(t, ) is of class C3;
4) there is ¢ > 0 such that ||h'||? < ého.
Then there are g > 0 and a: H — Ry such that for ||h|| < eo we have

(lon = unlly, <a(h), 0<r<K, (53)

and }lir% a(h) =0 where vy, is the restriction of v to the set Q.
11—

Proof. We apply Theorem 2.1 to prove the above statement.
Consider the operator Fj,: E} x F(Q,R) — R defined by

Fy[2]m) = oem) o f (tm’ 2™ Ty 2], 52, 5<2>Z<r,m>)

where (t(),2(™) € B, and

Fh[z](t,m-i-n) _ Z(r,m—n) + Qw(r,m) Z’izhz'i_
=1

+hof (t(r), 2" T [2], 62(mm =), 5(2)z(“m*"‘)>

where (), 2(™) € 9yE), and x € I[m]. Let the function @ : Fon — R be defined
by
¢§L’°’m) = @Elr’m) for (t(r),x(m)> c FEgn

and .
sa;Lo,mw) — Om=r) | 9 (07:17(771)) Z Kshi
i=1
where (™) € [=b,b] \ (=b,b) and & € I[m]. Then we have
u,(:H’m) = Fj[un) ™™ for (t(r),x(m)) € E;

and )
u;:’m)ngg’m) on FEyyp.

Write Y}, = F(Qx,R). Suppose that z,z € F(Q,,R) and (t(r),x(m)) € E,’l An easy
computation shows that

B[] = B[] < 12 = 21, + hoo (1), (12 = 2[1s.,) -

Let g9 > 0 be such a constant that @ C D for ||h]| < go. It follows that there is
v : H — Ry such that for (+"),2(™) € E} we have

[+ — B fon) | < hoy(h) (54)
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and }llir% v(h) = 0. Suppose that (¢t (™) € GyE), and x € I[m]. Then we have

(r,m+k) <

Ugr+1,m+m) . Fh[ +

U](.LTJrl’erH) _ U}(lrJrl,mfN) o Qw(r—i-l,m) Z kil

i=1

Uh]

+ ‘,U(rJrl,mfN) . Fh[vh]('r,mfn) )

We conclude from assumption 4) and from (54) that there is C' > 0 such that

‘U}(;-—i_l’m-i_n) — Fh [vh](r,m+n) S Cho\/% + ho’y(h) (55)

According to (54), (55), we have
‘U;(lrﬂ’m) - Fh[Uh](r’m)’ < ho(h) + Chov/ho
where (t(,20™) € Ej . Tt follows that there is &: H — R, such that
‘(vh - uh)(”")‘ <ag(h) on Eyp

and limh_)o @O(h) =0.
Denote by 7 : Jp — Ry the solution of the difference problem

0 = 5" oo (80,0} 4 ho (3() + CVRo), 07 <K -1,
n® = a(0).
It follows from Theorem 2.1 that
[fun = vnlly, <77, 0<r <K
Consider the Cauchy problem
() = o (tw(®) +7(h) + Cvho,  w(0) = a(h),
and its maximal solution @(-,h): [0,a] — Ry. It follows easily that
llun — vnll,, <7 <@t h) < d(a,h), 0<r<K,
and }ILIL% &(t, h) = 0 uniformly on [0, a].
This proves the theorem. O

Remark 6.1. [t is easy to see that all the results of the paper can be extended for
weakly coupled functional differential systems.

Remark 6.2. If we assume that
o(t,p) =Lp, (t,p)€[0,a] xRy,

then all the comparison difference problems can be solved and the errors of difference
methods can be estimated, see Remark 2.1.
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